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			Sustainability Pledge

		
	
	
		
Washington University in St. Louis is committed to reducing the impact it and others have on the environment through its operational and research initiatives. To become a truly sustainable community, WashU needs help from you — the students, faculty, staff, alumni and partners.












Sustainability Pledge








    First Name
        *
    
    
    
    



    Last Name
        *
    
    
    
    



    Email
        *
    
    
    
    



    Would you like to sign up for the Sustainability newsletter?
        *
    
    		Yes
No


	
    
    



    If you are participating in Green Cup, what is the name of your ResCollege?
        
    
    
    
    



Energy




    I will turn out the lights when I am the last one to leave a room
        
    
    				 I do this

				 I will do this



    
    





Food




    I will do my best to reduce my food waste in campus dining facilities and at home by not taking more than I can eat and saving my leftovers for later.
        
    
    				 I do this

				 I will do this



    
    


According to a study by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, about 96 billion pounds of food goes to waste every year in the United States. This requires energy to create wasted food, and it requires additional fossil fuels for transportation and disposal.




Water




    I will take shorter showers, wash clothes using the cold water setting, and minimize water use when brushing my teeth and washing dishes.
        
    
    				 I do this

				 I will do this



    
    


When using the hot setting on the average washing machine, a single load of laundry uses the same amount of energy as driving a car 9 miles.
According to Water Use It Wisely, turning off the faucet while brushing your teeth can save up to 25 gallons of water each month. For more water-saving tips, visit wateruseitwisely.com.





Transportation




    As much as possible, I will walk, bike or take public transportation to get to, around and between Washington University’s campuses, or my local area.
        
    
    				 I do this

				 I will do this



    
    







Waste




    I will avoid using disposable items in the office, at dining facilities, in my dorm, or at home. Instead I will use reusable flatware and dishware whenever possible or hire a caterer that provides them. I will properly sort my waste, composting and recycling when possible.
        
    
    				 I do this

				 I will do this



    
    


According to the Clean Air Council, Americans throw out enough forks, spoons, paper, and plastic cups each year to circle the equator 300 times.




Tell 3 Friends




    I will ask three of my friends or co-workers to take the pledge!
        
    
    				 I will do this
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						Office of Sustainability
MSC 1113-211200
1 Brookings Drive
St. Louis, MO 63130
314-935-4997
sustainability@wustl.edu
About Us

							Facebook
	Twitter
	Instagram
	YouTube



						
					

				
									
						The Strategic Plan
			Adopted in 2015, the plan defines WashU’s institutional commitment to sustainability. WashU is rated Gold in the AASHE STARS system.

[image: AASHE STARS Gold seal]

View the Plan



		Leadership
			Learn more about the Executive Vice Chancellor for Administration who oversees the Office of Sustainability and related initiatives.

Our Leadership



		Subscribe to the Newsletter
			Stay up to date on sustainability news, events and opportunities at WashU and in the community.

Sign Up
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